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September,  1998 
cr  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 

his  is  a  meaty  newsletter,  so  I’ll  keep  this  message 
brief.  The  picnic  was  a  great  success  because  so  many 
people  participated.  The  dog  park  project  is  back  on 
track  because  people  came  forward  and  made  phone 
calls.  Benton  Island  is  looking  beautiful  because  people 
cared.  And,  all  the  islands  are  green-green-green 
because  we  have  neighbors  watering  them  twice  a 
week.  This  neighborhood  runs  on  volunteer  spirit  and 
Club  support.  Thank  you  for  supporting  the  Club  and 
your  neighborhood  this  year. 

Please  come  to  the  October  13th  Club  meeting  to 
meet  and  listen  to  people  who  want  to  run  your  city 
for  the  next  year.  And,  of  course,  let  them  know 
what  you  and  your  neighborhood  expect  from  them. 

Finally,  sharpen  your  tools  and  your  imagination 
to  participate  in  the  Jack’o’Lantern  carving  contest. 
This  will  be  the  first  year  in  a  while  that  I’ve  been 
around  for  Halloween  and  I’m  looking  forward  to 
ghouls  and  goblins  stopping  by  my  door  for  tricks 
and  treats.  For  those  of  you  who  celebrate  El  Dia  De 
Los  Muertos  (Day  of  the  Dead),  I  wish  you  the  joy  of 
celebration  as  you  honor  those  who  have  passed  on 
before  us.  However  you  celebrate  autumn,  enjoy! 


Vote  on  Bylaws  Amendment 
Slated  for  Oct.  13  Meeting 


A  proposed  change  to  the  Club  bylaws  was  read 
and  discussed  at  the  September  meeting.  The  pro¬ 
posal  is  to  change  meetings  from  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  to  the  second  Wednesday. 
Discussion  fell  into  3  camps:  those  interested  in 
changing  the  meeting  date  because  it  conflicts 
with  other  events  and  meetings  attended  by  Club 
members  on  second  Tuesdays;  those  who  feel  that 
the  tradition  of  Tuesday  meetings  has  value  and  is 
a  custom  of  neighbors  in  the  Park;  and,  those  who 
didn’t  care  one  way  or  the  other.  We  will  vote  by 
paper  ballot  on  this  amendment  at  the  October 
meeting.  Results  will  also  be  announced  at  that 
meeting.  According  to  the  Bylaws,  an  amendment 
can  only  be  passed  if  two  thirds  of  the  attending 
members  vote  for  it.  The  proposed  amendment 
reads  as  follows:  “Article  IV.  Section  2.  of  the 
Bylaws  shall  be  changed  to  reflect  that  the  date  of 
the  General  meetings  of  the  Club  shall  be 
changed  from  the  second  Tuesday  of  each  month 
to  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month.  All 
other  aspects  of  Article  IV.  Section  2.  shall  remain 
unchanged.” 


“Punkin”  Carving  Contest 

Goblins,  ghouls  and  creative  folk  are  all  invited  to 
participate  in  this  year’s  Halloween  Jack’o’Lantern 
Carving  Contest.  Categories  include:  Scariest 
Jack’o’Lantern,  Wackiest  Punkin,  Smallest,  Largest, 
Best  Jack’o’Lantern  Grouping  and  Grand  Prize. 
Carving  and/or  decorating  are  okay.  To  enter  the 
contest,  carve  your  punkin(s)  and  have  it  lit  and  out 
on  your  front  porch  or  steps  (clearly  visible  from  the 
street,  please!)  by  7  p.m.  on  Friday  October  30th. 
All  judging  and  prizes  will  be  awarded  by  9:30  p.m. 
Want  to  be  a  judge?  Sign  up  at  the  October  13th 
meeting  or  call  Jonna  Ramey  at  285-7425. 


Island  Committee  Update 

by  Erik  Poole,  Chair 

Well,  its  been  a  couple  of  months  since  the  work 
party  to  restore  Benton  Island,  and  the  new  plantings 
are  looking  very  good.  Have  you  taken  a  look?  The 
difference  is  amazing.  Just  a  little  care  makes  a  big 
difference  in  the  way  the  island  looks  to  everyone. 

So,  on  October  10th,  at  9:30  AM,  we  are  going  to  do 
the  same  to  the  Justin  Island.  The  Justin  Island  is 
much  smaller,  and  only  needs  a  little  work.  We  plan  to 
clear  small  areas  around  the  bases  of  the  trees,  to  help 
prevent  crown  rot.  Also,  we  will  attempt  to  level  out 
any  places  that  are  extremely  uneven  in  the  sod. 
That's  it!  If  more  neighbors  pitch  in,  it  should  only  take 
a  couple  of  hours  at  the  most  If  just  a  few  neighbors 
pitch  in,  it  might  take  us  longer! 

Finally,  after  the  Benton  and  Justin  Islands  have  been 
rejuvenated,  it  will  be  time  to  turn  our  attentions  to  the 
College  Islands.  This  string  of  islands  is  one  of  the  signa¬ 
ture  features  of  our  neighborhood.  Sadly,  they  have  been 
mistreated  by  traffic  in  the  past,  and  still  more  recently. 

BDo  you  have  any  ideas  about  how  to  improve  the 
College  Islands?  Do  you  have  a  plan  that  would  keep 
drivers  off  of  them,  but  keep  their  beauty  and  value  to 
our  community?  If  you  do,  please  let  me  or  someone 
on  the  island  committee  know!  We  have  a  few  ideas 
of  our  own,  but  these  islands  are  so  important  to  all  of 
us  in  the  neighborhood,  that  we  want  to  hear  from 
everyone!  Please  feel  free  to  give  me  a  call  at  333- 
3252  or  e-mail  me  at  epoole@slip.net. 
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SERVING  THE  NEIGHBORHOOD  SINCE  1941 

Meetings  the  second  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  730  pm  •  St.  Mary's  Park  Recreation  Center 


SMPIC  -  MINUTES  OF  9/8/98 
by  Mary  F.  Ramirez 

President  Ramey  introduced  new  members  Dan 
Clifford  at  479  Justin  Drive,  and  Rafael  Dubon  at  33 
Agnon.  Minutes  of  8/12/98  were  approved.  All  officers 
were  present  at  this  meeting.  Finance  Report  was  given 
by  Alex  Balderramos.  Balance  is  $4,367.00.  Armando 
Pulido,  Sunshine  Person  said  there  were  no  reports  for 
this  month,  President  Ramey  gave  an  update  on  Everest 
Market.  She  said  that  the  next  step  is  for  the  ABC  to  put 
a  restriction  on  granting  the  liquor  license. 

President  Ramey  reported  that  Cpt.  Rick  Bruce,  SFPD 
will  participate  in  "Buzz  the  Fuzz",  on  Saturday,  10/24,  by 
having  his  head  shaved.  He  invited  anyone  who  is  inter¬ 
ested  to  sponsor  the  event  benefiting  children  with  can¬ 
cer  to  contact  him  at  Ingleside  Police  Station.  The 
upcoming  picnic  plans  for  9/20  were  discussed. 
President  Ramey  reported  that  the  membership  commit¬ 
tee  will  meet  on  9/1 5,  and  the  Island  Committee  will  meet 
on  9/17. 

There  was  a  discussion  on  the  By-Law  Amendment 
change,  as  proposed  in  a  letter  from  Mabel  Reichmann. 
She  requested  changing  the  meeting  date  from  the  sec¬ 
ond  Tuesday  of  every  month  to  the  second  Wednesday  of 
every  month.  A  vote  by  secret  ballot  will  be  taken  at  the 
October  meeting,  and  if  voted  in  will  take  effect  in 
January  1999. 

October  13, 1998  will  be  Candidates  Night  Each  candi¬ 
date  or  speaker  will  be  given  three  minutes  to  make  a 
presentation.  If  you  have  a  resident  candidate  you  would 
like  to  nominate  for  club  officer  for  next  year  contact 
Scott  Feldman  at  585-9181.  JoAnn  Scordino,  Community 
Disaster  Preparedness  Coordinator,  from  the  Mayor's 
Office  of  Emergency  Services  gave  an  informative  and 
excellent  presentation  on  earthquake  preparedness. 
Booklets  and  handouts  were  distributed  and  there  are 
extras.  If  anyone  is  interested,  please  contact  Mary 
Ramirez  at  585-6270.  Special  thanks  to  Danna  Peterson 
for  bringing  and  showing  the  earthquake  supplies  that 
are  stored  in  an  extra  garbage  can,  and  for  sharing  her 
disaster  preparedness  information. 

Lois  DeCastro,  resident  of  the  park  and  advertiser  gave 
a  stimulating  presentation  on  Herbalite  Products  and  the 
importance  of  keeping  fit  She  provided  the  raffle  gifts 
that  were  won  by  Barb  Phipps  and  Mary  General.  She 
also  gave  free  samples  to  everyone  in  attendance.  The 
meeting  was  adjourned  and  refreshments  were  provided 
by  Mabel  Reichman. 

Calling  All  Advertisers  for  ‘99  Park  Bell 

Advertising  space  is  now  available  for  the  1999  Park 
Bell.  The  Park  Bell  is  hand-delivered  to  over  300 
households  each  month.  It  is  a  tremendous  advertis¬ 
ing  opportunity  for  the  price.  Current  advertisers 
will  be  given  first  opportunity  to  renew  existing  ads. 
In  order  to  reserve  ad  space  for  1999  advertisers  must 
mail  a  check  payable  to  SMPIC  for  $50  for  the  small 
ads  and  $100  for  the  large  ads  no  later  than 
November  1 .  If  you  are  not  a  current  advertiser  and 
wish  to  place  an  ad  in  the  Park  Bell,  please  contact 
Danna  Peterson  at  (H)  285-7425  or  (O)  522-1777. 
You  will  be  put  on  a  waiting  list  on  a  first  come,  first 
serve  basis  as  space  becomes  available.  We  do  have 
cancellations  each  year  so  we  are  anticipating  a  few 
open  spaces.  Call  now! 


Fall  Picnic  A  Big  Hit 

The  weather  was  beautiful  on  Sunday,  September 
20th  when  about  110  neighbors  got  together  for 
burgers,  dogs  and  fun  in  the  Park.  Folks  new  to  the 
Park  and  those  who’ve  been  around  for  decades  all 
came  together  to  share  food,  swap  plants  &  books, 
eat,  drink,  and  watch  the  races.  Kids  of  all  ages  par¬ 
ticipated  in  this  year’s  races  and  egg  toss.  Prizes  for 
winners  were  donated  by  Helen  Lopez  and  Mario 
Contreras.  Florence  Kolos  also  donated  key  chain 
prizes  for  every  participant.  Over  23  beautiful  pies 
and  cakes  were  baked  and  donated  by  neighbors  for 
the  cake  walk.  This  year’s  picnic  cost  the  Club  about 
$300  and  we  brought  in  about  $260  from  the  cake 
walk  and  raffle.  So,  all  in  all,  a  great  day  was  had  for 
$40!  Thanks  to  all  the  volunteers  who  helped  with 
the  picnic  including  Danna  Peterson,  Armando  and 
Merrille  Pulido,  Graham  Beaumont,  Mabel 
Riechmann,  Barbara,  John  &  Will  Aspelin,  Bill 
Fossett,  Encarnacion  Soriano,  Mary  Ramirez,  Erik 
Poole,  Kristie  Danelli,  Lois  &  Mike  DeCastro,  Kim 
Marshall,  Scott  Feldman,  Neil  Rhoads,  Matthy 
Saquilayan,  Patty  Lazzaretto  and  her  family,  and 
many,  many  others.  A  special  thanks  to  Racer,  one  of 
the  great  directors  down  at  the  Rec.  Center,  for 
opening  up  early  and  helping  us  set  up. 


Dog  Park  Construction  Begins 

Thanks  to  Neighborhood  e-mailers! 

Yes,  the  squeaky  wheel  does  get  the  grease. 
Demolition  on  the  lowest  terrace  of  the  Park,  soon  to  be 
home  for  a  wonderful  dog  walking  facility,  began  bright 
and  early  on  September  28th.  Throughout  the  week, 
trucks  carried  out  rotting  vegetation,  ancient  hardscape 
and  trash.  Currently,  the  site  is  being  readied  for  the 
next  phase.  The  dog  park  project  had  been  languishing 
on  the  back  burner  until  the  Club's  Park  Committee 
organized  a  call-in  campaign  using  neighbors'  email 
addresses.  "We  sent  e-mail  to  everyone  we  knew  had 
e-mail  in  the  park,  asking  them  to  call  key  individuals  at 
Rec.  &  Park,"  said  Louisa  Fossett.  The  effort  was  suc¬ 
cessful.  People  called  Rec.  &  Park.  In  10  days,  activity 
began.  We'll  keep  you  posted  on  the  progress  of  the 
dog  park  and  other  park  improvements  here  in  the  Park 
Bell.  If  you  have  email  and  wantto  get  on  the  St.  Mary's 
Park  email  list,  send  a  note  to  Jonna  Ramey  at 
jramey@quartetcreative.com. 


President’s  Garden  Awards 

First,  an  apology.  Herb  Smith  was  the  first  to  catch 
my  mistake  in  last  month’s  column:  There  are  not  3 
houses  together  numbered  137,  143  and  149  Murray. 
I  meant  to  give  accolades  to  137,  143  and  149  Justin. 
These  3  yards  together  make  a  beautiful  statement. 
Thanks,  Herb!  And,  thanks  to  these  homeowners  on 
lower  Justin.  A  tip  of  the  hat  to  the  folks  at  36  &  48 
Agnon  for  their  beautiful  bougainvillaea  bushes. 
Those  vivid  colors  are  stunning  right  now.  And, 
finally,  I  want  to  thank  two  people  with  the  biggest 
“front  yard”  in  the  Park.  Ethan  Lucas  is  personally 
responsible  for  the  watering  on  Benton  Island.  Eve 
Aylward  has  been  planting  and  weeding  Benton 
Island  for  years.  Week  in  and  week  out,  Ethan  babies 
the  oldest  irrigation  system  in  the  park,  keeping  it 
running,  and  keeping  the  Island  looking  beautiful. 
Thank  you,  Ethan  and  Eve.  And,  thanks  to  the  many 
other  Benton  Island  volunteers  whose  time  and  care 
has  made  Benton  Island  the  prettiest  front  yard  in  the 
neighborhood. 


St.  Mary’s  Park  Improvement  Club 
1999  Estimated  Operating  Budget 


Annual  Dues:  $50  regular  &  $30  low/fixed  income 


POTENTIAL  INCOME  ANNUALLY 

Newsletter  Advertising  24  spaces  x  $50  $  1,200.00 

Membership  Dues  138  households  x  $50  6,900.00 

Membership  Dues  62  households  x  $30  1,860.00 

Garage  $ale  Income  (25  Participants  x  $10)  250.00 

Easter  Egg  Hunt  Income  (Cake  Walk)  125.00 

Fall  Picnic  Income  (Raffle  &  Cake  Walk)  260.00 

TOTAL  PROJECTED  INCOME  $  10,595.00 

EXPENSES  ANNUALLY 

Bank  Fees  (Checking  Account)  $  120.00 

Mail  Box  Fee  125.00 

Newsletter  Printing  &  Layout  1,200.00 

Newsletter  Delivery  180.00 

Island  Maintenance  ($475/mo.  x  12  mo.)  5,700.00 

Add’l  Gardening  Supplies  (Sprinkler  heads,  etc.)  400.00 

Postage  (Newsletters  to  advertisers,  city,  etc.)  225.00 

Greeting  Cards  (Sunshine  Person)  85.00 

Easter  Egg  Hunt  370.00 

Garage  sale  200.00 

Fall  Picnic  300.00 

Jack’o’Lantern  Contest  50.00 

Santa  Visit  &  Holiday  Party  275.00 

Special  Event  Flyers  &  Delivery  238.00 

Door  Prizes  60.00 

Paper  Goods/Refreshments  150.00 

Miscellaneous  expenses  &  Office  Supplies  120.00 

TOTAL  PROJECTED  EXPENSES  $9798.00 

PROJECTED  BALANCE  AT  END  OF  YEAR  $797.00 


INCREASE  IN  CLUB  MEMBERSHIP 
DUES  PROPOSED  FOR  ‘99 
by  Danna  Peterson,  Membership  Committee 

We  live  in  one  of  the  best  neighborhoods  in  San 
Francisco.  One  of  the  things  that  makes  St.  Mary’s 
Park  such  a  special  neighborhood  is  the  St.  Mary’s 
Park  Improvement  Club.  Over  the  past  3  years  we’ve 
all  seen  some  very  positive  growth  in  both  the  number 
of  Club  activities  and  the  membership  participation. 
Thanks  to  SMPIC,  we’re  better  organized  and  better 
able  to  communicate  quickly  and  more  effectively 
when  issues  arise  that  concern  our  neighborhood  such 
as  the  proposed  boxing  program  2  years  ago,  current 
issuance  of  liquor  licenses  and  improving  our  park 
facility. 

The  St.  Mary’s  Park  Improvement  Club  is  a  valuable 
commodity  to  all  of  us,  but  the  Club  needs  our  con¬ 
tinued  financial  support.  In  order  to  maintain  the 
Club’s  current  level  of  activity,  the  Membership 
Committee  along  with  the  Executive  Board  find  it 
necessary  to  raise  the  annual  membership  dues.  The 
proposed  regular  membership  dues  for  1999  will  be 
$50  per  household  and  $30  for  fixed  or  limited 
income  households.  It  will  be  left  up  to  each  member 
to  determine  whether  their  household  is  “fixed  or 
limited  income.” 

To  give  each  of  you  an  idea  of  how  the  dues  are 
spent,  we’re  printing  our  1999  operating  budget. 
Please  note  that  we  ran  the  numbers  with  dues  at 
every  level  from  $20  to  $50  and  the  $50/30  solution 
was,  we  thought,  both  fairest  and  easiest  to  maintain 
for  many  years  to  come.  Also,  we  increased  the 
advertising  rates  for  the  Park  Bell  to  $50/year. 

We  nope  that  each  and  every  one  ot  you  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  support  your  neighborhood  Club. 
Discussion  of  the  change  in  membership  dues  will 
take  place  at  the  November  meeting.  Dues  collection 
for  1999  will  begin  in  December.  Watch  for  a  notice 
in  the  Park  Bell.  Thanks  for  your  continued  support. 


Local  Election  Candidates 
Coming  to  Club  Meeting  Oct.  13 

Candidates  for  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  School 
Board  and  others  will  be  the  special  guests  at  the 
October  13th  Club  meeting.  Here’s  your  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  see  just  who  you’re  voting  for  (or 
against)!  We’ve  had  confirmations  from  over  15 
candidates.  There’ll  be  literature  for  state  and  city 
ballot  measures,  as  well.  If  you’ve  never  been  to 
a  Club  meeting  before,  mark  your  calendar  for 
this  one.  Be  a  part  of  your  City’s  democratic 
process.  Meeting  starts  at  7:30  p.m.  sharp. 
Refreshments  will  be  served.  Be  there! 
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Aspelin  &  Bridgman 

Business,  Wills  <Si  Estates  &  Personal  Injury 
Spanish,  French  &  German  Spoken 


John  H.  Aspelin 

Attorney 

St.  Mary’s  Park  Resident 

415  296  9812 

fax:  415  296  9814 

220  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94104 


American  Bakery 
Cafe  &  Catering 
Gourmet  Deli-cheese 


DELI  &  CAFE 
673  Portola  Dr 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 27 

415-753-0750 


BAKERY  &  CAFE 
598  Chenery  St 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

415-239-5525 


Order  by  fax:  415-753-0538 


THE  NAME  FRIENDS  RECOMMEND 
KEN  HOEGGER 
PHONE:  (415)  338-0150 


COLDWeu. 

BANKeRQ 


2633  OCEAN  AVE,  SF  94132 


Myrel  Glick 

Real  Estate  Broker 


Loves  St.  Mary  ’s  Park 
Knows  St.  Mary ’s  Park 
Sells  St.  Mary’s  Park 


office:  415-550-1302  x222 
email:  www.bjdroubi.com 


HONEY ;  1  SHRUNK 


THE  NEIGHBORHOOD! 


Total  St.  Mary’s  Park  weight 
loss  so  far:  220  LBS,! 

For  an  easier  way  to  lose 
)  weight  call  Lois  DeCastro 

415  337-1  107 


GLEN  PARK  BOOKS 

2788  Diamond  at  Chenery 

(415)  586-3733 


SPECIAL  ORDERS  WELCOME 


•  Customer  Discount  Plan 
>  10%  Off  Best  Sellers 

*  10%  Off  Selected 
Categories  Each  Month 


Hours: 

M-S  10am-8pm 
Sun  10am-5pm 


Where  Great  Homes 
Get  Their  Start 


Termite  Inspection 
Dry  Rot  Repairs 


Remodeling  &  Foundations 
Earthquake  Repairs 


Cjoiden  Qate 

‘Termite  &  Construction,  Inc. 


CA  LICENSE  #PR0634 

3994  Mission  St..  San  Francisco.  CA  94112 

334-6751 

Armando  (Dino)  Diodati  Joe  Diodati 


Serving  San  ‘franc  is  co 
zvith.  tfie  ‘Xighest  Quality  Building 
&  “Remodeling  “Products  Since  1912 


Mouldings  '  Flooring  *  Decking  *  Windows 
And  much  more 


LUMBER 


415-824-4300 


2525  Marin  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94124 


Cole  Hardware’ 

“ San  Francisco ’s  Favorite  Hardware  Stores!  ” 

3312  Mission  Street,  S.F.,  CA 

Other  locations:  70  Fourth  St.  &  956  Cole  St. 


PIZZA  EXPRESS 


RESTAURANT 


Fast  Free 
Delivery 


X  <1* 


■V  ^  t 

■a; 


Or 

Pick-up 


©«• 


919  Cortland  282-2333 


Open  7  days 
a  week 


Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

ALFONSO  D.  GONZALEZ,  D.D.S. 


7 anD an  Productions 

The  IBest  3n  3DJT  3'lusic 


‘DJ  TONY  R9 


Harris  Bros. 
Auto  Body  Works 


3988  Mission  St 
San  Francisco,  CA  94112 
Phone:  415-334-4554 


\  erWimig  Receptions 
Private  Parties 


Quality  Work  Since  1939 


415- 


•  1! 


Joe  and  Mike  Harris 

992-0200 


6050  Mission  Street  •  Daly  City,  CA  94014 


Celebrity  Tile 


Since  1979 


THE  LAWSON  ROOFING  CO  Inc 


WE  BUY 


585-9193 


“Ceramic  Mosaic  Custom  Designs” 
Tile  Installation  at  its  best. 
Balhrooms  •  Kitchens  •  Decks 


Since 


1907 


ANTIQUES  & 
OLDER  STUFF 


Tony  Spavone 
Phone  415.371.5012 
Fax  415.282.0554 


171  Sears  St. 
San  Francisco.  CA  94112 


Contractor’s  License  No.  339053 

1495  Tennessee  St.,  SF 

285-1661 


Furniture . . .  Pictures . . .  Pottery 
Silver. .  .Kitchenware. .  .Dishes 
One  Item  or  an  Entire  Household 
Neil  and  Scott  Park  Residents 


GLEN  PARK  HARDWARE 


Plumbing  Supplies  •  Painting  Supplies 
Electric  Supplies  •  Garden  Supplies 


HAL  AND  SUSAN  TAUBER 


585-5761 


Josephine  A.  Spavone 

Loan  Officer 


BankAmerica  Mortgage 

A  Division  of  Bank  of  America.  FSB 


685  CHENERY  ST.  (AT  DIAMOND)  SAN  FRANCISCO  94131 


Going  The  Extra  Mile  For  San  Francisco 


m 


BankAmerica 


1656  California  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 
415/622-0472 
Fax  415/622-1112 
Pager  415/204-1270 


683  CHENERY  STREET 
Pizza,  Steaks,  Veal,  BBQ, 
Prawns,  Pasta,  Coffee  Bar 

Fast  Delivery!  334-0962 


St.  Mary’s  Park  Specialist 


Call  for  your  Free 
Market  Analysis  Today! 


>o  /? 

J.  FREGOSI  &  SON 


Julio  Delucchi 

OWNER 


-fXxPmt 


441-0656  ext  255 

FRED  SANDS  CITY  PROPERTIES 


4834  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94112 
(415)  585-3386 


